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Minutes 
To/Attention Notes to File Date August 28, 2012 

From Amy Shepherd Project No 31676 

  Steno as 

Subject Conestogo Wind Energy Centre: CLC Meeting One 
PMD Arena, Drayton, Ontario 
June 20 2012, 6:30-8:30 pm  
 

Present IBI Group: Amy Shepherd & Aidan Ferriss 

 CLC Members: Councillor James Curry, Tara Fowles, Sandy Little & John 
Hollen 

 NextEra Energy Canada: Nicole Geneau, Mike Bogie, Thomas Bird, Medhi 
Ebrahimipour, Steven Stengel, Joselen Hernandez & Derek Dudek  

Absent Rod Fuller (CLC Member), Doug McIntosh (NextEra) 

Item Discussed Action By 

1 Introductions 

 Amy Shepherd welcomed everyone, thanking the members for 
taking the time to participate in the CLC.  She explained that IBI 
Group had been retained by NextEra Energy Canada to coordinate 
and facilitate the CLC meetings.  She provided a brief overview of 
her professional consultation and facilitation experience and work 
on energy projects, land use planning and economic development.  
She introduced her colleague, Aidan Ferriss, and explained he 
would be helping to take minutes, and noted that the meeting was 
being recorded to assist with the preparation of the minutes.  

 Amy Shepherd asked the representatives from NextEra and the 
members of the CLC to introduce themselves and to briefly explain 
their involvement and/or interest in the Conestogo Wind Facility 
project.  The following summarizes the responses. 

Representatives from Next Era: 

- Nicole Geneau, Project Director: Been working on the project for 
four years, managing all the various components, including wind 
resource, siting, permitting, construction and operations.  Soon 
she will be handing the project off to Mike Bogie.  

- Tom Bird, Environmental Services Project Manager:  Been 
involved with the project for four years, coordinating the 
environmental permitting.  Here tonight to answer any questions 
about the permit process, obligations NextEra has, etc. 
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- Mike Bogie, Construction Manager: Involved with the 
construction side of the project. Has built a lot of wind projects 
and has been working on this project for seven months. Here to 
answer questions about the construction timeline and process. 
The project has been awarded to Borea Construction and Medhi 
Ebrahimipour is here from Borea.  

- Josie Hernandez, Senior Communications Specialist 

- Steve Stengel, Director, Communications. 

- Derek Dudek, Community Relations Consultant. 

CLC Members 

- Councillor Jim Curry: Local resident for 30 years and Councillor 
for 20 years. Been involved with the project for quite a while, 
and in several ways (e.g. community relations and from a 
Council point of view).  The Municipality has accepted the 
Agreement with NextEra and are ready to move forward with the 
project. 

- Sandy Little: Resident of Alma for nearly three years.  Live two 
kilometres from the site.  Planner/project manager by trade and 
has been involved in similarly contentious projects.  Interested 
in receiving first hand information about the wind farm.  

- Tara Fowles: Local resident for eight years. Primary interest is 
with environmental issues associated with a wind farm. 

- John Hollen: Area resident for forty years and owner of land 
where turbines are going. 

 Amy Shepherd explained that Rod Fuller, the fifth CLC member, 
was unable to attend the meeting and sent his regrets.  

2 Meeting Agenda   

 Amy Shepherd outlined the agenda for the evening (attached) 
and explained that in order to respect everyone’s time, the 
meeting would be wrapped up by 8:30 (as scheduled).  She 
suggested that members of the CLC and the public could call 
NextEra’s toll free number to obtain additional information on the 
project (877-257-7330) and that people were welcome to email or 
call her if they had any questions about the CLC process.  

3 CLC Purpose, Objectives and Conduct 

 Speaking to a series of information slides (attached), Amy 
Shepherd described how the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) 
issued a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) approval and that 
one of the terms/conditions was that NextEra ‘make reasonable 
efforts to establish a CLC by placing advertisements about the 
CLC opportunity in the local newspapers and on its website. 
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 Amy Shepherd explained that IBI Group/NextEra met the Ministry’s 

advertising requirements and went further to try and promote the 
opportunity.  Notices were mailed to residents/landowners within 
1km of the Facility and invitations were sent to First Nations and 
Métis communities and various stakeholder groups (e.g. Chamber 
of Commerce, local and regional governments and agencies, etc.).  
She explained that ten people had requested information about the 
CLC, but only five submitted signed Charters (and therefore were 
selected to be members). 

 Amy Shepherd explained that the purpose of the CLC is to facilitate 
two-way communication between NextEra Energy Canada and 
members of the public, and to provide accurate and up-to-date 
information on the construction, installation, use, operation, 
maintenance and retirement of the facility.  She stressed that the 
CLC meetings would not address matters raised during the 
proposal/planning stage for the Facility. 

* The REA is available on the websites of the Ministry and NextEra and 
hardcopies were distributed to the CLC members at the meeting. 

 Amy Shepherd described how four CLC meetings must be held 
over the next two years (i.e. two per year) and that as Coordinator, 
she is responsible for organizing the meetings, preparing minutes, 
liaising with NextEra to collect and distribute information to CLC 
members and for tracking all CLC and public inquires.  She 
explained she will coordinate the posting of all CLC materials on 
NextEra’s website and suggested it would be helpful if the CLC 
members would relay information and project updates to their 
neighbours, co-workers, etc. and encourage others to come out 
and observe the meetings. 

 Amy Shepherd reminded CLC members and NextEra 
representatives that everyone is expected to work within the rules 
of the Charter and attend all meetings, review materials, listen to 
and consider the opinions of others, participate in discussions, 
provide constructive feedback, etc. She explained that as the 
Facilitator she will be moderating the meetings, ensuring the 
agreed upon Agenda and time schedule is followed, encouraging 
constructive and thorough discussion, ensuring CLC members are 
provided with adequate information and technical support and that 
order is maintained (i.e. no disruptions or interferences from any of 
the CLC participants or public observers).  Amy Shepherd noted 
she will also be overseeing the review and selection of any public 
depositions, within input from the CLC members.  

 * The CLC Charter had been previously reviewed and signed by all CLC 
members.   Hardcopies of the Charter were available at the meeting and 
it can be obtained from NextEra’s website.   

Questions/Comments on the CLC Purpose and Process 

- There were no questions/comments on the purpose or format of 
the CLC. 

 

  



Conestogo Wind Energy Centre:  CLC Meeting #1 
 Page 4 of 10 

Item Discussed Action By 
 
4 Project Overview 

 Nicole Geneau provided an overview of the Conestogo Wind 
Energy Centre project, noting the following: 

- The facility is located within Mapleton, approximately 6 to 8 kms 
south of Arthur. 

- It is a Class 4 wind facility, and the Class level is based on the 
size of the turbine as well as the noise level. There are five total 
classes, the fifth being offshore turbines.  

- The facility consists of 10 turbines that are 80 metres tall and 
have three 50.5 metre long blades, making the total diameter 101 
metres.  

 The facility’s generating capacity of 22.92 megawatts will be able to 
produce enough energy for 5,700 homes in a given year. 

 Nicole Geneau indicated on a map where the overhead and 
underground power lines are located.  She explained that the 
electrical substation is shown by an orange box on the map and 
that the transmission substation will be located east of Arthur.  The 
project area, comprised of lands located within the black dashed 
line depicted on the map, totals 16.2 hectares of privately owned 
land which will remain as agricultural.  

Questions/Comments on the Wind Energy Centre 

The following questions/comments were raised by members of the CLC.  
The answers provided by the NextEra team are shown in italics. 

  Are the roads properly labelled on the NextEra maps? 

- Nicole Geneau explained that some of the older maps may have 
had errors, but that the materials currently located on NextEra’s 
website and provided within the CLC information packages are 
correct.  The group discussed how over the years a number of 
roads have been renamed and how not all the name changes 
have been reflected on Google or MapQuest mapping. 

 What will the environmental impacts be on birds and bats?  

- Tom Bird explained that since 2007 many studies have been 
conducted for the Conestogo project.  At first they were based 
on the previous requirements under the Environmental 
Assessment process and then the new requirements when the 
Green Energy Act came into place. The older process has more 
emphasis on studying migratory bird paths and the new process 
includes requirements for the local environment surrounding the 
site.  He does not recall the studies revealing any significant 
environmental impacts for this project/area, but he noted there 
are other places in Ontario with substantial migration paths. 
Amy Shepherd referred the CLC participants to Slide 16 of the 
handout that includes a list of all of the available studies on the 
NextEra website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLC members can 
refer to the following 
reports 
(www.nexteraenergy
canada.com/projects
/conestogo.shtml) for 
additional 
information on 
anticipated 
environmental 
impacts and 
migration paths:  
 
 Avifaunal Report 
 the Revised 

Environmental Impact 
Assessment 

 Natural Heritage 
Evaluation and Records 
Review 

 Natural Heritage 
Evaluation Addendum 

 Bobolink Review 
 Aquatics Report 
 Water Body Report 

Addendum.  
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 How many dead birds or bats at the base of a turbine need to be 
found to require any action? 

Tom Bird explained that NextEra is required for three years to hire a 
biologist to do surveys and record the number of birds and bats killed by 
turbine.  These numbers are then reported to the MNR.  If the numbers 
exceed the MNR limits, action will be taken.  For example if more than 
10 bats are killed per turbine per year, the MNR may require the 
adjustment of the turbine so it will only rotate at higher wind speeds 
(there are studies which show at faster wind speeds bat casualties are 
greatly reduced; bats are less active at high wind speeds. For birds 
there are different thresholds). The Ministry of the Natural Resources 
could potentially require a turbine be shut down for particular times of 
the year. 

5 Project Activities and Status 

 Nicole Geneau explained how all the required planning and 
resource assessments have been completed and how the majority 
of the required permits and clearances have been obtained: 

- Awarded the Feed-in-Tariff contract by the Ontario Power 
Authority in 2010;  

- Received the Renewable Energy Approval in 2011; 

- The last of the permits from the Grand River Conservation 
Authority were issued in 2012; 

- The Development Agreement was completed today; 

- The team is working to obtain outstanding building permits 
from the Township of Mapleton; and 

- Sign-off from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
(MTCS) on the archaeological studies pending.  

  Nicole Geneau explained how there are four stages in the 
archaeological study process; Stage one consists of a desk top 
survey.  Stage Two involves fieldwork and if significant artefacts 
are found then a Stage Three study will be required where a 3 x 3 
metre area is closely looked at.  Stage Three has been completed 
for the project and nothing of significance was found (all found 
artefacts were removed and saved), therefore a Stage Four study 
will not be required. Nicole explained that the fieldwork for the 
archaeological studies has been cleared by the MTCS (except for a 
small area within the site). 

 Mike Bogie explained that the road design, turbine design, and 
substation design is complete for the project and that they are 
ready to build. He explained how the majority of construction is 
anticipated to occur between July and November.  Turbine 
commissioning is expected to happen in November and December 
and then the turbines will be up and running and turned over to 
operations. 
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6 Anticipated Construction Schedule 

- Speaking to a schedule and set of photographs (attached), Mike 
Bogie described the anticipated timing for the construction tasks: 

- July - road clearing, construction of laydown area, and 
commencement of construction of the substation, above 
ground transmission and meter towers.  

- August / September – construction of roads, turbine 
foundations and crane pads and commencement of 
underground electrical cables.  

- October - turbines will begin arriving on October 29th and one 
a day will arrive for a period of two weeks. 

- October – anticipated completion of the met towers. 

- November - anticipated completion of the substation, above 
ground transmission and underground electrical cables (Mike 
Bogie noted that clearance from the Ministry on the Stage 
Three area that Nicole referred to is required before the 
underground cables can be completed) and commissioning of 
the turbines (i.e. testing the facility). 

- Mike Bogie explained that as the project progresses, clean up and 
reclamation of land will occur.  NextEra will work with the Township 
to repair any damaged roads. 

Questions/Comments on the Project Status and Construction 

The following questions/comments were raised by members of the CLC. 
The answers provided by the NextEra team are shown in italics. 

 When shipping in the turbines, do you stand the turbines the same 
day they are brought in? 

- Mike Bogie explained that the turbines will not be erected on the 
same day that they are brought in. Parts will be removed from 
the trucks and they will generally be assembled within one to 
seven days after arriving.  All parts must be present to assemble 
the entire structure.  The actual assembly will take just one day.  
Speaking to the photographs provided, he showed how the 
turbines are laid down for a while, then a crane assembles the 
two bottoms parts of the tower, the blades and rotor are 
assembled and lastly the top section is placed onto the tower.   

 Is the crane moved from turbine to turbine? 

- Mike Bogie explained they primarily use a truck crane and how 
there may be a situation where they may need to dismantle a 
crane, depending on the turbine location and crane model. 

 Has an order been established for which turbine is constructed first? 

- Mike Bogie explained they are currently working on a schedule. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Bogie to advise 
when the turbine 
construction 
schedule is complete 
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 Have the road agreements been finalized?  Councillor Curry noted 

that the Road Agreements are outside of the Country Agreement 
and that he received an email saying the agreement was nearly 
complete but has not heard anything since. 

- Nicole Geneau explained that their Road Agreement is part of 
the Development Agreement and that in regards to Country 
Roads, they are only using them for turbine delivery, so the 
manufacturer is responsible for the turbine delivery. The 
turbines come at the end of October and the manufacturer is still 
working on those agreements with the County. 

 Councillor Curry explained that the County has a stipulation that 
before any construction may occur an Emergency Response 
Agreement must have been completed.   He had spoken with Chief 
Richardson, and as of last week it was not yet resolved. 
Clarification is required as to whether or not this has been 
completed.  

- Nicole Geneau advised that a draft plan has likely been 
submitted and that she will confirm.  Mike Bogie explained that 
the Emergency Response Agreement is a two phase process, 
consisting of construction and operations. 

 Where are the construction materials being sourced from and how 
will they be transported? 

- Mike Bogie explained that the gravel and the concrete for the 
foundations and crane pads are being sourced locally and have 
a designated route. The turbines are being shipped from the 
Hamilton port and the route has not yet been finalized, but 
Siemens will provide the route shortly. The blades will be 
shipped from Sarnia and a route has been set out. Additional 
small parts will be brought in following an existing route. 

 What are the setbacks for the turbines from homes and barns? 

- Nicole Geneau explained that the maps show the distances 
between the wind turbines and residences, as well as distances 
to the nearest receptors.  All of the setbacks meet or exceed the 
government’s regulations.  The closest turbine to a home is 724 
metres, and the minimum setback required is 550 metres. Tom 
Bird noted that in regards to setbacks to barns, there is not a 
specific requirement, however barns are typically located close 
to the farmhouse, so typically turbines are not located close to 
barns.  For this project there are no turbines close to any barns. 

 How will the concerns of residents and landowners be addressed 
during the construction process? 

- Nicole Geneau explained that in partnership with the Township 
they have developed signs which provide contact information, 
including a 1-800 number and email address.  When the 
company receives calls and emails they have the appropriate 
person respond to the inquiry.  Mike Bogie explained that the 
construction team is also onsite, although for safety reasons 
visiting the site without a meeting is not encouraged.  

 

 

 

NextEra has 
confirmed that the 
Development and 
Road Use 
Agreement was 
executed June 21st. 
 
 
Borea Construction 
has confirmed that it 
is their 
understanding that 
the ERP for the 
construction phase 
has been completed 
and that the Fire 
Chief is satisfied. 
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- Will NextEra be having an onsite office?  

- Mike Bogie noted yes, they will be getting trailer offices in the 
laydown area. 

 Is the Conestogo project office on Wood Street NextEra’s? 

- Nicole Geneau explained no, it is an office of a different 
company (i.e. another wind project proposed in Mapleton that is 
named Conestogo but it is not related to NextEra). 

- How are people who live close to the turbines notified about the 
delivery and construction?   

- Nicole Geneau explained that the seven landowners will be in 
constant contact with the construction team. NextEra has also 
been asked by the municipality to place two more signs around 
the projects which will contain the 1-800 number. 

 How will road closures be addressed?  

- Mike Bogie explained that this project will not require many road 
closures and that they will be following the Township’s rules for 
any necessary closures.  Any closures would involve portions of 
a roadway which are located very close to the project site. 
Councillor Curry noted that road closures are within the 
jurisdiction of the County and that he assumed most closures 
would be temporary. Mike Bogie noted that some smaller, 
narrower roads may be impacted.  

 Amy Shepherd noted there had been a question if NextEra will 
require additional land and what the “big picture” is for the area.  

- Nicole Geneau explained that no additional land is anticipated to 
be required for this project.  If NextEra was to propose an 
expansion, they would have to get new approvals, and there is a 
long queue of applications. She suggested landowners are 
expected to continue to use their land the way they currently do. 
They can keep farming, the project’s roads are level with the 
fields so driving over them will be quite easy. Mike Bogie 
clarified that the roads Nicole is speaking about will be 20 ft. 
wide, they are permanent and will remain after construction. 

 Does NextEra plan to participate in any community funding or 
community improvements? 

- Nicole Geneau explained that NextEra’s community investments 
need to align with their corporate values which include 
environmental responsibility, sustainability and education. In the 
past, the company has sponsored local sports teams, peewee 
leagues, fairs and educational programs. Locally they have 
reached out to ‘Trees for Mapleton’ and other organizations. 
Typically NextEra engages with community groups and 
organizations once operations have begun and an operations 
manager has been hired. 
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- One CLC member suggested she was curious as to why there 
hasn’t been more interest or involvement in the CLC, given that 
previous meetings have been very busy.  She was expecting more 
people would be present to observe and get direct and correct 
information. 

 Amy Shepherd noted that an update on the third party appeal and 
environmental tribunal had been requested by members of the 
CLC.  

- Nicole Geneau explained NextEra respects and is participating 
in the process. Hearings begin July 3rd. The Environmental 
Review Tribunal process does not impact their ability to 
construct. The REA has been approved.  Tom Bird further noted 
that anyone can appeal the decision of the MOE on the grounds 
that the project will cause serious harm to human health or 
serious irreversible environmental impacts. The tribunal meets 
and hears those discussions, but the Director’s decision stands 
until the tribunal finds otherwise. 

7 Scheduling of Future Meetings 

 Amy Shepherd described how late October/early November 
could be an appropriate time for the second CLC meeting.  At 
that point most of the construction would be finished and this 
next meeting cover construction as well as operations and how 
NextEra will be maintaining the turbines.  She suggested the 
third meeting could take place in the spring of 2013 and cover 
post construction activities such and reclamation and repairs, as 
well as operation and maintenance.  Meeting four could include 
provisions for decommissioning as many people have 
expressed interest about the long term lifespan of this project. 

 The CLC members agreed the fall would be a good time for the 
next meeting.   

- John Hollen asked if the members would be interested in visiting 
the construction site on his property. There was interest from all 
members.  Mike Bogie agreed a visit could be arranged, but 
NextEra would have to work out the details. Members would 
need to wear appropriate clothing (e.g. jeans, long sleeve shirts 
and boots) and NextEra would provide the safety equipment.   

8 PUBLIC DEPOSITIONS 

 Amy Shepherd reiterated that the CLC meetings are open to the 
public for observation and explained how the meeting was 
advertised on the websites of the Township, the County and 
NextEra. There were no observers at the meeting. 

 Amy Shepherd explained that at the end of each CLC meeting 
there would be time to hear up to three depositions from members 
of the public (maximum of five minutes each).  The depositions 
must pertain to the topics on the agenda and must be received one 
week in advance and approved by the CLC.   Amy Shepherd noted 
that she had not received any requests for depositions.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: The final 
Environmental 
Review Tribunal 
appeal was 
withdrawn and the 
proceeding ended 
July 12th, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy Shepherd to 
advise CLC 

members of when 
and where the CLC 
meeting # 2 will be.  

 

 

Amy Shepherd to 
coordinate with 
NextEra and John 
Hollen for a site visit 
in the fall and to 
advise CLC 
members of the date 
and visit details. 
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 It was suggested that the CLC meeting notices should be posted 

30 days prior to the meeting and that given the area’s large 
Mennonite population, notices should be posted in the local 
newspaper.   

9 Concluding Remarks 

 Amy Shepherd explained she would be preparing a set of minutes 
and they would be posted on NextEra’s website 
www.nexteraenergycanada.com/projects/conestogo.shtml).  She 
explained CLC members would be circulated a set of the draft 
minutes, for review and comment, before they are posted.   

 Amy Shepherd advised she would coordinate with NextEra and 
forward all requested additional information to the CLC members.  

 Amy Shepherd thanked everyone for their time and input, and 
encouraged the CLC members to contact her if they had any 
questions or additional comments pertaining to the CLC process or 
items discussed at the first meeting.   

 

Please report any errors or omissions to Amy Shepherd of IBI 
Group: 

ashepherd@ibigroup.com 

Tel: 416 596-1930, ext. 536 

Fax: 416 596-0644 

 

 

 

 

Amy Shepherd to 
coordinate posting  
notices of future 
CLC meetings in the 
local newspaper, as 
well as on-line. 
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2. Review of the Purpose, Objectives and Conduct for the CLC 
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4. Outline of the Construction Process 

5. Information Requests and Items to be Discussed at Future CLC 
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Introductions

CLC Coordinators and Facilitators (IBI Group):

• Amy Shepherd

• Aidan Ferriss

NextEra Energy Canada:NextEra Energy Canada:

• Nicole Geneau, Project Director

• Mike Bogie, Construction Manager

• Mehdi Ebrahimipour, Borea Construction

• Thomas Bird, Environmental Services Project Manager

• Doug McIntosh, Operations Regional Manager * by phone

Steven Stengel, Director, Communications

Joselen Hernandez Senior Communications SpecialistJoselen Hernandez, Senior Communications Specialist

Derek Dudek, Community Relations Consultant

CLC Members:
• Councillor James Curry (Township of Mapleton)

• Rod Fuller

• Tara Fowles

• Sandy Little

• John Hollen
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Meeting Agenda 

1 I t d ti1. Introductions

2. Review of the Purpose, Objectives and Conduct for the CLC

3. Update on the Project Status

4. Outline of the Construction Process

5. Information Requests and Items to be Discussed at Future CLC 
Meetings

6. Depositions

7. Other
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Community Liaison Committee (CLC): Purpose

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) issued a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) in 
December 2011 for the Conestogo Wind Energy Centre One of the READecember 2011 for the Conestogo Wind Energy Centre.  One of the REA 
terms/conditions is that NextEra make reasonable efforts to establish a Community 
Liaison Committee (CLC) and hold at least 2 meetings per year over the next two years.

The purpose of the CLC is to: 

• Act as a liaison, facilitating two way communication between NextEra Energy Canada 
and members of the public with respect to issues related to:

• Construction;

• Installation;

• Use;

• Operation;

• Maintenance; and

• Retirement of the Facility.

• Provide a forum for NextEra Energy Canada to provide regular updates on the project 
and to discuss issues or concerns relating to the construction, installation, use, 

ti i t d ti t f th F ilit ith b f th bli doperation, maintenance and retirement of the Facility with members of the public; and

• Ensure that any issues or concerns resulting from the construction, installation, use, 
operation, maintenance and retirement of the Facility are discussed and 
communicated to NextEra Energy Canada

Community Liaison Committee (CLC): Meeting #1NextEra Energy Canada
June 20, 2012Conestogo Wind Energy Centre 3
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Community Liaison Committee (CLC): Objectives 

The objectives of the CLC are to:

• Increase the public’s knowledge base of wind energy by providing accurate and up-
to-date information on the:

• Construction;

• Installation;;

• Use;

• Operation;

• Maintenance; and

• Retirement of the Facility• Retirement of the Facility.

Note: The CLC will not re-visit matters previously raised during the proposal/planning stage for the Facility (e.g. 
location of a Wind Centre, the Green Energy Act, the MOE’s approval process, etc.). 

• Help NextEra Energy Canada better understand the public’s concerns and• Help NextEra Energy Canada better understand the public s concerns and 
perception of the risks and effects of wind energy and of the Facility; and

• Engage in meaningful and open dialogue in order to identify opportunities for 
improvements and mitigation and work towards resolving or minimizing conflicts, as p g g g ,
well as gain support/acceptance for the Facility.
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June 20, 2012Conestogo Wind Energy Centre 4



Community Liaison Committee: Conduct

What is Expected from CLC Members: 

• Work within the Charter for the CLC;

• Attend all CLC meetings (or send an alternate) – and be prepared for the meetings 
(e.g. reviewing any materials provided in advance by the Chair and reviewing 
minutes from the previous meeting);minutes from the previous meeting);

• Listen to, review and consider information provided by the NextEra Energy Canada 
and its technical staff/specialists;

• Listen to and consider the opinions of other CLC members;• Listen to and consider the opinions of other CLC members; 

• Participate in discussions;

• Identify areas of concern or interest pertaining to the construction, installation, use,  
operation maintenance and retirement of the Facility and suggest strategies foroperation, maintenance and retirement of the Facility, and suggest strategies for 
improvement;

• Provide constructive feedback on the mitigation suggestions brought forth by 
NextEra Energy Canada and its technical staff/specialists;

• Participate in the evaluation of requests for public depositions; and

• Assist IBI Group and NextEra Energy Canada keep the local community and other 
interest groups apprised of information about the Facility by relaying information via 

Community Liaison Committee (CLC): Meeting #1NextEra Energy Canada
June 20, 2012Conestogo Wind Energy Centre 5
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Community Liaison Committee: Conduct

What is Expected from NextEra Energy Canada and its Technical Staff/Specialists:  

• Work within the Charter for the CLC;

• Attend all CLC meetings and be prepared for the meetings;

• Provide the CLC (and the general public) with accurate and up-to-date informationProvide the CLC (and the general public) with accurate and up to date information 
on the construction, installation, use, operation, maintenance and retirement of the 
Facility;

• Listen to and consider the opinions, concerns and suggestions of the CLC 
b d d iti d b b f th l blimembers and depositions made by members of the general public; 

• Participate in discussions and provide answers and/or additional follow-up 
information; 

C C (• Post all CLC materials on its publicly accessible website (e.g. Agendas, Minutes 
and additional information); and

• Through the services of IBI Group, provide administrative support for CLC 
members (e g coordination of meetings photocopying of materials etc )members (e.g. coordination of meetings, photocopying of materials, etc.).
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Community Liaison Committee: Conduct

Role of IBI Group as Meeting Coordinators   

Schedule/organize all CLC meetings (including setting and distribution of Agendas and meeting• Schedule/organize all CLC meetings (including setting and distribution of Agendas and meeting 
information packages); 

• Prepare and distribute meeting Minutes;

• Liaise with NextEra Energy Canada to collect and distribute additional information requested by the 
CLC bCLC members; 

• Track all CLC and public inquiries regarding the Facility to ensure the following meeting Agendas 
address relevant inquiries (including public depositions); and

• Coordinate the posting of any information prepared by, or presented to, the CLC on the NextEra 

• Ensure CLC members are provided with adequate information and technical support to assist them 
in their contribution to the CLC discussions;

Role of IBI Group as Meeting Facilitators

Energy Canada website.

in their contribution to the CLC discussions;

• Moderate the meetings to ensure the agreed upon Agenda and time schedule is followed;

• Encourage constructive and thorough discussion; 

• Ensure all members respect other members and participant’s opinions and questions, and that no p p p p q ,
one interrupts each other or dominates discussions; and

As Chair, IBI Group may supersede this provision and has the right to excuse or replace any member of the CLC or 
public observer who is interfering with or disrupting with the CLC meetings.

• Oversee the review and selection of public depositions
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• Oversee the review and selection of public depositions.



Overview of the Conestogo Wind Energy Centre 

• The Class 4 Wind Facility is being 
constructed in the Township of Mapleton (theconstructed in the Township of Mapleton (the 
turbines will be located 6 km to 8 km south of 
Arthur).

• The ten turbines, each with 80 metre towers 
and three blades up to 50.5 metres in length, 
will have a generating capacity of 22.92-
megawatts, capable of generating electricity 
to power nearly 5,700 homes. 

• The turbines, overhead and underground 
electrical lines, met tower, electrical 
substation, transformer substation (to 
connect to the Hydro One distributionconnect to the Hydro One distribution 
system) required roads and the construction 
laydown area will occupy 16.2 hectares. 

• With the exception of overhead electrical p
lines (to be located in the municipal road 
right-of-ways) the Facility will be built on 11 
parcels of privately owned land, which can 
remain in agricultural use.
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Project Activities and Status

1. Planning and Resource Assessments

– Surveying  - completed

– Geotechnical Studies and Sampling - completed

– Archaeological Assessments - completed , reports are being reviewed by Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
(MTCS). 

2.   Permitting and Clearances

– Awarded Feed-in-Tariff contract by the Ontario Power Authority - awarded April 2010

– Renewable Energy Approval (REA) - issued December 2011, with terms/conditionsgy pp ( ) ,

– Grand River Conservation Authority - Last of the permits issued Feb 9, 2012

– Township of Mapleton (building permits) - in process

– MTCS sign-off on archaeological studies  - anticipated by July 3, 2012 for entire project, with the exception of one 
section of underground cable for which sign-off is anticipated by August 1, 2012.

3.     Detailed Design

– Road Design - completed

– Turbine Foundations - completed

– Transmission Line - completed

– Substation - completed 
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Project Activities and Status

4.    Construction – anticipated schedule detailed in Slide 11

– Land Clearing, Construction and Installation - July to November 2012

– Clean-up, Modifications and Road Repairs - August 2012 onward

– Turbine Commissioning (testing and inspections) - November and December 2012

5.   Operations – anticipated to commence December 2012

6.   Decommissioning – may occur after 25 to 30 years of operations
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Construction Process and Anticipated Timing

2012

C S OComplete July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Land Clearing

Access Roads & Paths (temporary and permanent)

C t ti L d AConstruction Laydown Area

Turbine Site and Crane Pad Construction

Turbine Foundations 

Wind Turbine Assembly and Installation

Underground Electrical Cables

Electrical Substation 

Above-ground Electrical Transmission Lines

Meteorological Towers 

Clean up and Reclamation Following ConstructionClean up and Reclamation Following Construction

Modifications or Repairs to Municipal or Provincial Roads

Turbine Commissioning (testing and inspections)

* T t ti b bj t t h ( )
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Items for Discussion at CLC Meeting #1

• Update on the Environmental Tribunal

• Setbacks to the nearest home and barn (i.e. do they meet or exceed government 
regulations?)

• Confirmation of accuracy of mapping (e.g. naming and location of roads)

• How will residents and landowners’ concerns be addressed during construction?

• What is the ‘big picture’ for the 16.2 hectares of land – how will it be utilized or further 
developed?

• Does NextEra Energy Canada foresee any future/additional land requirements?

• Potential for community funding/community improvements? 

Community Liaison Committee (CLC): Meeting #1NextEra Energy Canada
June 20, 2012Conestogo Wind Energy Centre 12



Tentative Items for Discussion at Future CLC Meetings

CLC Meeting #2

• Update on Construction and Installation
Information Available for Review at 

• Update on Construction and Installation

• Operations and Maintenance

• Other 

www.NextEraEnergyCanada.com:

• Aboriginal Consultation Report

• Archaeological Reports

• Avian Report

• Bat Reports

CLC Meeting #3

• Post-Construction Activities (e.g. reclamation or required repairs)

• Update on Operations and Maintenance

Bat Reports

• Bird and Bat Monitoring

• Construction Report

• Consultation Reports, Information 
Packages and Other Communication

• Decommissioning Report

D i d O ti R t• Monitoring

• Mitigation Measures

• Provisions for Decommissioning

• Other

• Design and Operations Report

• Environmental Impact Assessment Report

• Maps & Figures

• Natural Heritage Report

• Noise Study Report

• Project Description Report• Other

CLC Meeting #4

• Update on Operations and Maintenance

j p p

• Visual Simulations

• Water Report

• Wind Turbine Specification Report

• Renewable Energy Approval

• Community Liaison Committee Materialsp p

• Monitoring

• Mitigation Measures

• Other
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Depositions from Members of the Public

• The CLC meetings will be open to the general public for observation.  

• Notices of upcoming meetings will be posted on NextEra Energy Canada’s website 
(www.NextEraEnergyCanada.com).  IBI Group has also requested that Wellington 
County and the Township of Mapleton post the Notices on their websites. 

B i f d iti ( t 3 ti t i f 5 i t h) b• Brief depositions (up to 3 per meeting, at a maximum of 5 minutes each) may be 
made by members of the general public, providing the depositions pertain to items on 
the meeting agenda (i.e. the construction, installation, use, operation, maintenance 
and retirement of the Facility).  

• Depositions will be selected at the discretion of the IBI Group and NextEra Energy 
Canada, in consultation with CLC members. 

• To be considered for a public deposition, a request along with the written deposition 
must be submitted to IBI Group at least one week in advance of the CLC meeting: 

Email: ashepherd@ibigroup.com

Fax: 416 596-0644 (attention Amy Shepherd)

Mail: 230 Richmond Street West, Toronto, ON, M5V 1V6 (attention Amy Shepherd, IBI Group)

• No depositions have been received for this first CLC meeting.
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Other 

• Recap of information requests 

• Tentative date for next CLC Meeting – October or November 2012?

• Other

Note: This meeting package was compiled by the CLC Coordinators and Facilitators (IBI Group) and as such 
may be subject to clarification or correction by NextEra Energy Canada and its technical staff/specialists. The 
CLC members will be notified of any revisions to the meeting package, and the final package will be posted 
and available for public review on NextEra Energy Canada’s website. 
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Cutting Roads
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Cutting Roads
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Foundation Construction
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Foundation Construction
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Foundation Construction
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Construction
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation
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Foundation Installation

14



Base Section Installation
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Mid Section Installation
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Top Section Installation
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Top Section Installation
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Top Section Installation
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Nacelle Installation
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Rotor Assembly
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FPL6



Slide 22

FPL6 grainy
FPL_Users, 16/05/2012



Rotor Assembly
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Rotor Installation
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Collection System Installation
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Collection System Installation
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Day County Wind Energy Center
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Crystal Lake III Wind Energy Center
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Red Mesa Wind Energy Center
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